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Review: Genetic Silicone Bar Tape
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18 I'm a risk-averse kind of guy, but not that scared of a challenge or easily

JUN intimidated. Six foot tall and sixteen stone deflects much in the way of
confrontation, and my generally mild (mis) demeanour does the rest. When
there's a job to be done I'd rather see things done properly, and for that
reason alone, 'not letting me have a go' has always been a plan in my family.

Of course there have been times when it's been unavoidable - no one else was going to

i an
irrational fear of the unknown. However, in the last year | have taken to doing my own bike
maintenance and, while not being super efficient at it, | get by and no one has
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a cushy tacky

> wrapping handlebars - such a seemingly simple task that
harribly wrong, making the front of your bike look like your three-year old has
giftwrap the cat. The first time | got it (almost) right | actually punched the air, and
now I'm confident enough that | can rewrap a side if the spacing is wrong. I'm even getting to
like it. and a well wrapped set of bars is a joy to behold.

Genetic Silicone tape has no wrong or right side, and no adhesive to stick it on. It uses the
material's grippy properties to provide the necessary gumption, coupled with the stretch you
place on it while spinning it round the bends and curves of your bars.

It was a trifle fiddly to get it started as | favour placing a short length of tape into the end of
the tube and windi m there, contrary to the excellent and « ise guide | found in the
box afterwards. | discovered later that this isn't really the best way to do it, as although it
means the bar plugs are firmly kept in place, it puts strain on the silicone material and it
splits.

S0 - lesson learned. RTFI in future.

Despite the tape being slightly split from my abortive attempt at freestyle wrapping, it held
and could only be noticed if you looked carefully. The one thing | tend to forget and
constantly refer back to YouTube on is the direction in which to wrap the bars; here, again,
the guide gives you the necessary pointers (start at the inside and wind outwards). Having
no adhesive, there was no right or wrong overlap, so | was free to do it by eye. | did notice a
slight lightening in the colour as the tape stretched - it'd be interesting to see if black remains
black - but | used this as a guide to the correct tension.

Halfwa ¥ there.
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Job’s 8 good'un.

The pack is supplied with finishing strips and end plugs, and two pieces

the brake lever clamps. It was here that | found that having only ev two hands, the
human race is bound to suffer. Once past the hoods, though, there was no threat that it
would be shifting out of place, even when | have to redo a section on the drops. Partially
pulling the hoods back over the ends of these sections seems to be answer to this
conundrum. Humans are so adaptable, aren't they?

The finished item certainly does look the buisness. With no logos to upset the eye of those
more anally retentive in their product choice, it gives the bars a nice clean and blemish-free
look. The inevitable smudges | placed on the tape after touching dirty rims then lifting the
bike off the workstand came off as easily as the smudges your mum wipes off your face with
spit and a ha

; { vourite bar wraps, up until
now. Over the course of 40 hilly kilometres and many changes of hand position, it felt
smooth and secure.

It's too early to say whether it's going to be durable and & keep clean, but I'll soon find
out: it's going with me to France next week on ferries and autoroutes. And, because it's my
summer holiday, the weather's bound to be filthy.

Genetic Silicone Bar Tape, £19.99 - geneticbikes.com
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