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A superb option if
you need a saddle to
Base your passage
over rough stuff

TIOGA UNDERGOVER STRATUM

Yokkok e £169.99 - Webbed seat

TIOGA’S ORIGINAL STRATUM SADDLE
COMPRISED a weblike shell with no padding at
all, and many mountain bikers - Tioga’s core
market — found it plenty comfortable enough.
As the name suggests, the Stratum Undercover
sees that design mostly covered with a thin
X-Pad SL closed-cell EVA foam pad, which is as

much about aesthetics as comfort.

Whereas the original Stratum’s SpyderWeb
shell used two durable plastics for a supple,
springy feel, the Undercover uses just one. With

the foam layer taking care of vibration and

posterior conformity, the shell’s
major role is to flex, something it

does extremely well. Hand pressure
alone results in significant flex in all
areas of the 285mm x 140mm shell,

but this model’s carbon rails
maintain arigid foundation.

Cheaper, heavier CtMo and titanium

rail models are also available, with an

open-cell foam topping.

é

Amazingly plush
ride; very light

Fairly expensive;
9okg rider weight

Weighing in at less than 1g per pound, the
Undercover’s feathery 145g is extremely light
for a saddle designed to take a pounding. The
initial feeling is like sitting on a firm hammock,
so obvious is the deformation due to your
weight, but the webbed structure ensures that
the shell retains its form, while giving just
enough to alleviate pressure. When shifting
your weight in the saddle, the Undercover’s
localised flex doesn’t reduce its support,
providing impressive comfort.

It’s rare to find a saddle that stays
comfortable for hours on end, whether
on the tops or deep in the drops, but
the Undercover delivers a supple ride
on any terrain, helped by its 136mm x
20mm maximum central oval-shaped
cutout. There can be a slight bounce at
high cadence on a road bike, but on
larger volume tyres it’s hard to notice
and, after five minutes aboard, wasn’t
something that bothered us at all.

PROLOGO I |
II I' ) A

d 0 0 A 0
padding and d

0 pro omfo
b d 0 d
pre e, and

od g

dasonao 00

0 e ailed 0
d ond d

bala 0 g
performa dp

e er fo

ding you do

perfect
partner

CHAMOIS BUTT'R
£12.99

This mineral oil-
based cream includes
lanolin and aloe, and

is easy and hygienic to
apply. It has minimal
perfume, and we got
good mileage from

it. Also available in
female-specific and
cooling versions, this is
the best high-quality,
budget-friendly cream.
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