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SO GOOD… At 123g the WCS Trail is one 

of the lightest stems on test. The wide 

bar clamp (45mm) and tall steerer tube 

clamp (also 45mm) help to deliver lots  

of stiffness and clamping force.

NO GOOD… The unusually tight fit of the 

bar clamp means you have to force the 

bar into place. It scored our test bar 

slightly, and creaked as we tightened the 

bolts. We tried two different bars with 

similar results. It also twisted more easily 

on the steerer than the most solid stems 

here when we held the wheel and hauled 

on the bar to test its clamping force.

www.paligap.cc

SO GOOD… With its super-short steerer 

clamp height (33mm) and 5mm of rise or 

drop (depending on which way up you 

run it), the Defy offers lots of options for 

experimenting with bar height.

NO GOOD… DMR’s unusual ‘Top-Close’ 

clamp allowed it to twist on the steerer 

more easily than most of the stems here 

in our static test, even with the bolts 

tightened to the 6Nm maximum torque. 

The short stack also introduces more flex 

during standing sprints. At 187g it’s the 

second heaviest stem on test. It’s only 

available in a single 50mm length.

www.upgradebikes.co.uk

SO GOOD… The Apex is the lightest 

stem here, at 120g. Its twin wraparound 

clamps need to be slid on from the side 

rather than clipped straight on, but this 

was never a problem, even with 

non-Renthal bars. The six-degree rise/

drop adds bar height options. Despite the 

narrow bar clamp, it feels stiff enough. 

NO GOOD… Care is needed when fitting. 

It’s essential to grease the bolts and 

tighten them to exactly 5Nm (the max 

recommended torque) to avoid it twisting 

on the steerer. Even then, we’ve had it 

twist slightly when riding hard.

www.ison-distribution.com

SO GOOD… This is a seriously solid 

stem. Chromag use 5mm Allen bolts 

throughout, which makes it that bit 

easier to fit because you don’t have to 

swap tools. Once torqued up to the 

recommended 6-8Nm, it clamps both 

steerer and bar solidly, with no 

appreciable flex. We couldn’t get it to 

twist on the steerer, either in our static 

test or when riding. It’s also available in a 

35mm length and three other colours. 

NO GOOD… At 204g the HiFi is the 

heaviest stem on test by some margin, 

despite being one of the more  

expensive offerings here.

www.hotlines-uk.com

SO GOOD… Because Gravity have 

specced 4mm bolts throughout, fitting 

the Grid stem is a one-tool affair. The 

large bolts hold the faceplate securely in 

place and it feels nice and stiff on the 

trail. The upper bar clamp bolts have to 

be done up all the way first, which takes 

the guesswork out of clamping the bar 

evenly and makes it easier to adjust bar 

roll. There’s a 35mm length option too.

NO GOOD… With the bolts tightened to 

the recommended 6Nm, it was just 

possible to twist the stem on the steerer 

in our static test. Its 168g weight is 

mid-pack rather than class-leading.

www.windwave.co.uk

SO GOOD… Although it’s the cheapest 

stem here by a long way, Race Face’s 

Chester works flawlessly. The 5mm 

steerer clamp bolts, which carry a 

massive 9Nm max torque spec, mean  

it clamps super-tight and we couldn’t get 

it to twist on the steerer, either out on 

the trail or with the wheel held still. Its 

traditional four-bolt faceplate works just 

fine too, and the whole thing feels as stiff 

and secure as anything else here. At 

141g, it’s not even that heavy. 

NO GOOD… You have to swap Allen  

keys to fit the faceplate… We’re clutching 

at straws here!

www.silverfish-uk.com

Ritchey WCS Trail 35 (45mm) £88

Chromag HiFi 35 (50mm) £74.99

DMR Defy50+ (50mm) £54.99

Gravity Grid (50mm) £69.95

Renthal Apex 35 (40mm) £89.95

Race Face Chester 35 (40mm) £39.95

SHORT STEMS
Speed up your steering with a stubby 40 to 50mm stem*
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6 OF THE BEST

* We tested all these stems in 35mm (bar clamp) format, but 

all except the Gravity Grid come in 31.8mm versions too.


