
Stable, easy to use and 
available in a great range of 
sizes, Apidura bags deserve 
to be as popular as they are.

VERDICT
Very keenly priced bags, 
ideal as a starter set for 

those just getting into 
bikepacking.

VERDICT
A unique clamp design 

makes these by far the most 
stable bags on test, even 

when fully loaded.

VERDICT
Not the most stable 

bags available, and size 
options are limited but full 
waterproofing is a bonus.

VERDICT
   Total weight 680g

   Total price £241     

   apidura.com

   Total weight 894g

   Total price £109.98     

   passportcycles.co.uk

   Total weight 1,166g

   Total price £265    

   specialized.com

   Total weight 390g

   Total price £109.98    

   altura.eu

APIDURA
 Apidura are arguably the best-

known bikepacking brand, with a 
wide range of frame, handlebar and 
rear seatpacks available in various 
sizes. The bags on test are perfect 
for shorter bikepacking trips, or for 
those who like to go minimalist. 

The four-layer Dimension-
Polyant VX fabric is highly water-
resistant and lightweight while 
remaining durable, and the zips are 
all water resistant, with easy-to-pull 
tabs, even when wearing gloves. 
The straps used to secure the packs 
to the bike are easy to fit and secure 
on rough roads even when packed 
full, although they are not so easy 
to adjust, which may be a problem 

on certain frames. Both the front 
and rear packs are secure in use 
with very little swing, even when 
pedalling hard out of the saddle. 

The frame pack has two full 
length zips for easy access and 
a neat cable port, which could 
be useful for storing a battery to 
recharge devices on the go, or even 
a hydration bladder hose. There 
is no easy to access port however 
and the seams are not fully sealed, 
which could mean water ingress in 
heavy rain. The compact front roll 
is a good size for use on a drop-bar 
road bike, though, with dual roll-top 
closure and a bungee cord tie  
down used for extra storage. 

PASSPORT
 The new range of bikepacking 

bags from Passport offer big 
volume and reasonable prices, 
being the cheapest full set on test. 
All the bags use a variety of fabrics, 
with the main material being a 
water-resistant, durable nylon. 
The seatpack features an internal 
waterproof liner, helping keep 
water at bay in the worst weather, 
although the extra material adds 
weight and also has a habit of 
pulling out when unloading. Two 
small external pockets on each side 
of the seatpack could be useful for 
quick access, but a strap directly 
over the zip means it isn’t perfect 
and with no inner, they are not 

fully waterproof. The majority of 
zips on all the bags are water-
resistant, but the top tube bag has 
a standard zip. Given this is where 
devices or batteries might be kept, 
we’d have liked to see a bit more 
waterproofing. All mounting straps 
are well placed, but don’t feel as 
strong or as grippy as some of the 
others on test. There are some very 
neat touches, though, such as the 
simple but effective reflective logo 
and internal pocket in the frame 
bag. If you’re just starting out and 
don’t want to spend too much, the 
Passport range would make a great 
starter set, durable enough for the 
less extreme adventures.

SPECIALIZED
 The Specialized Burra Burra 

range of bags are incredibly strong 
and durable, made with heavy duty 
materials. The unique feature for 
the handlebar and rear seatpack 
is the alloy stabiliser arms, making 
them extremely secure with even 
the biggest and heaviest of loads. 
The use of clamps and a metal tube 
section for the seatpack does make 
it harder to fit/remove on the bike, 
though. The front harness also uses 
metal clamps, holding the bag clear 
of the handlebar tape, making it 
the only setup where it is possible 
to hold the tops of the bars while 
riding. One niggle is the small 3mm 
hex bolts on the clamp – larger bolts 

would be less prone to rounding off. 
The 13-litre drypack used with the 
front harness has a useful small but 
easy to access compartment with 
zipped access and a double-sided 
main compartment.

Another nice feature is the 
plastic clips, complete with lockable 
clasps that make it secure and less 
prone to coming loose while also 
being simple to adjust. The thicker 
materials and stabiliser clamps 
do add weight, making them the 
heaviest  individual parts on test 
by some margin. Weight may not 
be a major concern to everyone, 
especially when all bags are  
packed with kit.

ALTURA
 The Altura range of expedition 

bike bags are new to the market, 
with the Vortex range of bags. 
Although the seatpack comes in 
standard and compact options, 
there is only one size of frame 
bag available, which could make 
it difficult to fit on smaller frames 
and could obscure water-bottle 
access on some bikes due to the 
deeper, more triangular shape. As 
well as the seatpack and frame bag 
we tested, the range also include a 
12-litre handlebar bag and a 1-litre 
top tube bag. Its multiple strap 
mount locations are good for a 
secure fitting to avoid any cable 
mounts or ports. Fabrics used are 

waterproof with taped internal 
seams and water-resistant zips. 
The fabric on the frame bag is quite 
flexible, meaning it can bulge easily 
so careful packing is essential to 
prevent it swelling and knocking 
your knees. The seatpack is one 
large compartment, but the frame 
pack does have a smaller zipped 
section for easy access.

The seatpack is a standard 
design with roll down and buckle 
closure and offers up to 12 litres 
storage. While it’s quick and easy 
to fix on the bike, it isn’t very stable, 
with notable swing side to side, 
which is exaggerated even more 
when climbing out of the saddle. 
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Apidura Road Frame pack (S), 147g, £66Passport frame bag (M), £34.99, 189g

Specialized Burra Burra stabilizer seatpack 20, £140, 622g

Altura Vortex framepack, £49.99, 130g

Altura Vortex seatpack,£59.99, 260g, Apidura Saddle pack, £98, 303g (m)Passport seatpack (L),£55, 577g

Apidura handlebar bag (compact), 230g, £77Passport top tube pack, £19.99, 128g
Specialized Handlebar stabilizer harness 
& Burra Burra Drypack 13, 544g, £125
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